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Contact Us
Honorary Secretary: Scott O’Neill-Gwilliams

scott.oneill@mottmac.com

Tel:  07813029164


Meeting Venue
University of Birmingham, Engineering Building (Y3)
Refreshments 6-6.30pm Room G37
Talk 6.30-8.00pm Lecture Theatre G31
The lecture will be recorded and made available via the members area of the website.
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Monday 2nd November 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk92453032]The Application of Geophysics in Onshore Ground Risk Management
Edward Cox, AtkinsRéalis

Abstract
Unexpected ground conditions remain a major source of cost overruns and programme delays in UK infrastructure and development projects. This presentation examines how geophysical techniques can improve ground understanding and support effective ground risk management throughout the project lifecycle. An overview of key surface and borehole geophysical methods will be provided, highlighting their applications, benefits, and limitations. Using practical project examples, the presentation will demonstrate how geophysics can help identify subsurface hazards, refine ground models, target intrusive investigations, and reduce uncertainty in geological and geotechnical interpretations. The session will also explore the value of integrating geophysical, geological, and geotechnical data to support more informed decision-making, reduce project risks, and deliver more efficient ground investigations.


Speaker
Edward Cox is a near-surface engineering geophysics specialist and Chartered Geologist with over 15 years of experience in geology and geophysics. He specialises in the application of geophysical techniques to engineering and geotechnical investigations, including 3D data integration and ground model development.








This meeting is in person at the University of Birmingham. Details to the left.

MGS Season 2026-27 Events and Lectures:
	  Day
	Date
	Speaker
	Title 
	Location

	Mon
	2nd Nov
	Edward Cox, AtkinsRealis
	Introduction to geophysics
	Uni of Birm

	Mon
	7th Dec
	Various
	Early Career Award
	Uni of Birm

	Mon
	11th Jan
	Professor William Powrie CBE, University of Southampton
	Rankine Lecture: The role of behavioural mechanisms and observed performance in affordable, resilient geotechnical infrastructure
	Uni of Birm

	Mon
	1st Feb
	Josh Dunlop, Mott MacDonald
	EWR Ground Investigation and emerging Hazards.
	Uni of Birm

	Mon
	1st Mar
	TBC
	
	Uni of Birm

	Mon
	5th Apr
	Various
	AI panel discussion
	Uni of Birm

	Mon
	10th May
	Prof. Alister Smith, Loughborough University
	Environmental Lecture: Management of ageing earthwork infrastructure in a changing climate
	Uni of Birm
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